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MARCH 2018 NEWSLETTER 
PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

 

In our last conversation we spoke of the role of òArt in Dark Timesó.  But what of the matter of òBeauty 

in Artó?  As I reflect on it I realize that defining beauty is something of a challenge.  We would have 

less difficulty coming to some consensus as to w hat is òprettyó, but a shared notion as to what 

qualifies as beautiful?  A more daunting consideration.  

 

BEAUTY and BAGPIPES 

 

There is a familiar Greek proverb that comes down to us from the 3rd century : òBeauty is in the eye of 

the beholder.ó  It suggests that òbeautyó is subjective. Consider the bagpipes. 

 

As a little boy with Scot roots, I sat on the curb at the May Day Parade in New Westminster BC . I 

heard the bagpipes and knew they spoke my soulsõ language.  They moved me to tears and 

touched a chord th at remains with me to this day.  A strange and wild beauty.  But there is no 

agreement on this.  

 

"When I hear the bagpipes, it makes the hairs on my neck stand on end. It always makes me weep."                

Ashley Jensen  

 

òI understand the invent or of the bagpipes was inspired when he saw a man carrying an indignant, 

asthmatic pig under his arm. Unfortunately, the man -made sound never equalled the purity of the 

sound achieved by the pig ."   Alfred  Hitchcock  

 

Beauty?  A Tale of Two Cities , Charles Dickens redemptive story set during the French Revolution.  The 

story culminates with Sydney Cartonõs selfless act in taking Charles Darneyõs place on the guillotine.  

Remember his powerful last words?  òIt is a far, far better thing I do, than I have ever done; It is a far, 

far better rest I go to than I have ever known .ó The beholder:  What a downer!  If I wanted to read a 

tragedy Iõd grab a copy of the New York Times.ó 

 

Beauty? The Hallelujah Chorus from G.F. Handelõs Messiah .   The beholder: òYeah those Mormons sure 

can sing but I like the Leonard Cohen version.ó 

 

Beauty?  The Swan Lake  Ballet score by Tchaikovsky , Odette and Seigfriedõs tale.  A tragic story of 

sorcery beautifully expressed in dance.   The beholder: òIs it over?  I must have nodded off.  Well, got 

to go and catch the last period of the game.ó 
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Beauty?  John Keats poem (1819) Ode to a Grecian Urn  is a rhapsodic exploration of immortality that 

wraps up with òBeauty is Truth, Truth is Beauty...ó  The beholder:  òOh come on!  Itõs a flower pot and 

Iõm more into Mid-century modern!ó 

 

Beauty?  Any Pucinni Opera, Turandot, La Boheme, Madame Butterfly et al .  How about Pavarotti 

singing ònessun dormaó from Turandot? (It kills me every time I hear it!)  The beholder:  òWhat 

language is that?  I donõt understand a word heõs saying.ó 

 

Beauty?  Joni Mitchell õs song Chelsea Morning :  òWoke up it was a Chelsea morning and the first 

thing that I saw was the sun through y ellow curtains and a rainbow on the wall.  Blue, red, green and 

gold to welcome you, crimson crystal beads that beckon.  Wonõt you stay weõll put on a day.  Thereõs 

a sun show every second.ó  The beholder:  òMartha, turn off the radio and close the dang curtains.  

You know Iõm working nights!ó   

 

In David Humeõs Essays (1742) he said òBeauty in things exist merely in the mind which contemplates 

them.ó  In the case of art it could be said that beauty exists in the minds of those that contemplate it.   

 

Out of  his or her experience and definition of beauty, whether poignant, tragic, transcendent, the 

artist creates an image, a poem, a concerto, a dance. Out of their experience and definition of 

beauty, the viewer, the reader, the audience closes the loop. The decision as to whether the art is 

òbeautifuló is an agreement struck between the artist and the audience, the result of a conversation 

not the artistsõ monologue.  

 

It is a significant challenge for artist and audience to come to the same place at the same  time, to a 

shared view of beauty.  In 1963, three days after the assassination of JFK, Leonard Bernstein 

conducted a commemorative concert with the New York Philharmonic.  He chose to present 

Mahlerõs, Resurrection .  In his view it would offer the audie nce a sense of hope, of optimism, an Isaiah 

61, òBeauty for ashes, oil of joy for mourningó moment.  The critics, panned the performance.  They 

werenõt ready for hope.  They were still in a state of shock and grief.  Ah!  òThe eye of the beholderó! 

 

So what is the artist to do?  Make pretty pictures avoiding the pursuit of òbeautyó?  Paint confections 

that carry no significant risk?  Letõs not!  Letõs strive for that special conversation with the audience, a 

connection.  I have to go.  I can hear a piper.  

 

Business:  Donõt forget to consider nominations for the roles being vacated by the board.  Check out 

the list of available positions.  

 

Peac e 

Bob  McAllister  
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AGM NEXT MONTH: VOLUNTEER POSITIONS OPEN TO BE FILLED 

 

At the AGM  in April, you ð the members ð have the chance to elect a new Board  and take on a 

volunteer role  that appeals to you and al lows you to give back to this great organisation.  

 

Open Positions:  

1. To be voted in:  

¶ President  

¶ Vice President  

¶ Treasurer (with shadow period)  

 

2. To be appointed : 

¶ Membership Coordinator  

¶ Workshop Coordinators  

¶ Advertising Coordinator  

¶ Volunteer Coordinator  

¶ Newsletter Editor  

 

Here are details of some of these positions. More to come before the AGM!  

 

1. The membership co -ordinator  maintains records of the FCA Calgary Chapter membership.   All 

pertinent information is kept on a spreadsheet and updated regularly.   The membership co -

ordinator is responsible for meeting new members and guiding them through the application 

process for both supporting and active membership.   Help is offered wherever needed to 

make the process smooth.   This volunteer position is ideal for  newer members as it is an 

excellent way of getting to know people within the chapter and also works closely with 

members of the board.  
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2. The Newsletter Editor  is responsible for collecting items for the newsletter, reminding people 

and editing as needed, compiling the newsletter as a digital document, and sending it to the 

membership coordinator to be distributed. It is a great position for a new volunteer as yo u 

can attend the Executive Board meetings and learn more about the organisation and other 

roles.  

 

3. Workshop Coordinators  (usually two people collaborate in this role) will have full responsibility 

for the planning and delivery of all FCA workshops  including:  

Scheduling  

¶ -planning and scheduling the educational workshop program a year in advance  

¶ -sourcing and hiring professional artists  

¶ -securing dates and times with artists, provide them with the FCA contract  

¶ -book art studio with Kensington art supply/store/studio(Friday  night demo and Sat/Sun)  

 

Advertising/Promoting  

¶ -Prepare a òyear at a glanceó brochure with workshop schedule for the September 

¶ newsletter, and provide it to Kensington Art supply/store manager  

¶ -promote the workshops on the FCA website, and face book page  

¶ -prepare monthly workshop information for the FCA newsletter  

 

Registration  

¶ -attend each FCA general meeting to manage registration  

¶ -communicate regularly with treasurer to ensure participants are registered correctly  

¶ -observe the FCA website to ensure work shop information is accurate  

¶ -provide participants with receipts on day of workshop  

 

Supplies  

¶ -get supply list from artist  

¶ -one month prior order supplies from the Kensington Art Supply Store  

¶ -send out supply list to all participants at least one week prior to workshop  

¶ -purchase snacks for the workshop  

 

Hosting Workshop  

¶ -ensure artist has booked ho tel Sandman Inn  

¶ -Drive artist to and from workshop  

¶ -introduce artist Friday night  

¶ -assist in the set up of studio for the weekend workshop  

¶ -facillitate workshop, support artist in timing of activities, generally making sure participants 

and artist are havi ng an enjoyable learning experience  

 

Administrative Duties  

¶ -participate on the executive board  

¶ -document all expenses on provided forms for the treasurer  

¶ -provide payment to Instructors, KAS, etc  

 

If you are interested in a position, please talk to the current role holders .  

New  volunteers  will get all the training and handover that they need so don õt be shy!  
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MEETING DATES 

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month at Lakeview Community Centre, 6110 ð 34th 

Street SW at 7 pm . Parking is available but if th e meeting is well attended you may have to park on 

the street. The centre is close to several bus routes.  

20th March  

17th April  

15th May  
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

If you have an item for the newsletter, please send it to cassandra.arnold@gmail.com by the 7th of 

each month for inclusion in the next newsletter.  

I am happy to format items if you send me text in the body of an email or a Word document. 

Alternatively, a  JPEG of a poster for an event etc is easy for me to insert.  

New volunteer needed for next year. I will be happy to mentor you and do an issue together if you 

would like that.  Thank you, Cassandra Arnold  

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU EMAIL FROM WORKSHOP PARTICIPANT 

We recently received this lovely email of appreciation for the recent workshop, so we want ed to 

share it here:  

Dear President: 
I am new in the FCA as a supporting member  
I have had the honor and privilege of being able to attend several FCA sponsored workshops  
I attending the Sandy Maudlin workshop this past weekend and wanted mention to you as President how organized. 
This workshop was  
I believe that a Thankyou  should go out to the volunteers, Caran Magaw, and many others who have made this 
possible 
The snacks beverages and just the whole workshop was well organized   The instructor so people friendly to all our 
individual needs  Thankyou  
Without these volunteers this would not be possible . Thankyou    
 

Well done Sheila and Caran!  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

MARCH MEETING 
Come out and enjoy a talk by Nancy -Lynne Hughes on the business of being an artist . 

Nancy is an artist and art instructor with over 30 years experience. She started 

teaching art in Calgary while in high school, working for the City Parks and 

Recreation De partment teaching art to children in after school programs.  She 

went on to teach music and art in both public and separate schools in northern 

Alberta, the Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island.   

After her adventures north and west Nancy moved back to Calgar y and it has 

been home again for over 30 years.  In addition to painting at her home studio 

Nancy has continued teaching art at private teaching studios in Calgary, having pretty much helped 

start all the major teaching studios get off the ground.   She ha s started, and mentored others to start, 

numerous art clubs and groups in the area.  Nancy has curated approximately 100 art shows.  She is 

often invited to art groups and clubs as a guest lecturer, for critiques, as a workshop facilitator, 

demonstration a rtist and presenter.  

Nancy has been a generous supporter of many charities in and around Calgary.  One of her favorite 

projects was the Colourful Cows for Calgary project.  She painted two of the bovine beauties and 

enjoyed the contribution, not only to th e charities involved, but also to having helped build the Urban 

Herd which is still visible around Calgary.  

 At her teaching studio in Calgary Nancy offers classes and workshops in all mediums for all levels of 

expertise.  She also offers painting holidays  and plein air painting trips.  

When you love what you do and do what you love it never feels like ôworkõ, says Hughes.  She says 

she is living her dream.   Nancyõs works predominantly in acrylic but also enjoys watercolours, oils and 

other mediums.  Her fa vorite subject is the local landscape; be that the intimate view of some 

wonderful flower, a flower garden, a bed of river rocks, or the vastness of the prairies around her.  

Nancyõs works hang in collections in Norway, Sweden, Germany, Australia, United States and across 

Canada  

Contact Information:         

Email:  nlhughes@hughesfineart.ca       Cell: 403 863 4261       

Website:   hughesfineart.ca  

4632- 29 Avenue NW, Calgary, AB T3B 0J2       

        

mailto:nlhughes@hughesfineart.ca
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NEXT WORKSHOPS 
APRIL  
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MAY  
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ART SHOW COMMITTEE REPORT 

Federation of Canadian Artists ð Calgary Chapter  

òSpring into Artó Show and Sale at Strathcona Community Association: 

The Strathcona Hall  provided us with a spacious, clean, accessible venue, co mplete with main hall, 

waiting area, kitchen and storage.  The side windows provided amazing light, and we learned that 

we can benefit from well -place auxiliary lighting.  We may also try slanting the rows to catch more of 

the light in future shows.  

¶ Unloading, setup, and take down, swift, organized, and efficient.  

¶ Traffic count was 295  

¶ 3 paintings were sold  

¶ The door prize was won by Frances Kroeker  

Delivery  was on time, efficient, both for set up and take down.  

Advertising and signage  showed mixed r esults, with room for improvement.  For example, our FCA 

signage was excellent, well placed, and highly visible.  Thank you to Brent Ciccone.  The contracted 

street sign was delivered late, was too pastel (hard to see) and not easily visible when approachi ng 

the venue.  We will make the necessary adjustments.  As for the various forms of advertising, we 

recommend having an Advertising Coordinator who can take responsibility for ensuring that the 

message is correct and uniform across the various media platfo rms and placed in a timely manner.  

Committed volunteers are the backbone of every show.  We value the contribution they make 

behind the scenes and the work that goes into producing each show.  

A sincere thank you to Karen, Linda, Anne, Rita, and all our art ists who brought their òAó game to a 

beautiful venue on a beautiful day!  

We did note some opportunities for improvement in the management of the volunteer shifts, and you 

will see some changes in that regard.   

Here are some reminders and upcoming changes : 

¶ Increase submission limit to 5  

¶ Where insufficient number of paintings are juried in for a show, previously juried items will be 

called in as per number needed at the time.  

¶ Seek an Advertising Coordinator volunteer to oversee and monitor all forms of pre -show 

advertising to ensure accuracy, uniformity of message and timeliness.  

¶ Adopt new format for volunteer sign up sheet c/w necessary updates as it evolves.  

¶ Have a volunteer coordinator stationed in one spot at the cash desk so that at any time 

volunteers can get immediate relief of duty as needed and no vacancies.  

¶ Approval to book Edgemont Community Centre for òART HARVESTó for October 2, 2018 fall 

show.  

¶ Approval to book Strathcona Community Hall for March 9 Saturday 2019. òSpring into Artó 

show.  

¶ Engage ne w sign company  

¶ Continue with Monarch Delivery as available  
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¶ Hanging committee members must not have conflict of assigned jobs during set up, i.e. 

assigned to set up entry desk for example.  

¶ Hanging committee members must not work on aisles where their own p aintings are hung to 

avoid conflict of interest.  

¶ Bring tool kit and lamp bulbs to next show  

¶ All participating artists must have a total of 2 hours of volunteer service per show.  

¶ Name tags to be worn, bring paper labels to use where members forget theirs.  

¶ Please review òstandardsó expected for submitted art into an FCA show-this effects our 

reputation and future customer base.  FCA reserves the right to remove damaged, ineligible 

work.  

For all enquiries, please contact the art show co -ordinator Beatrice Wilhelm sbwilhelm@shaw.ca  

 

 

AWARD WINNING PAINTINGS FROM SPRING INTO ART SHOW 

 

IST PLACE  Ray Swirsky  M ajestic  

 

 

mailto:sbwilhelm@shaw.ca
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2ND  PLACE   M ary Ann Hews   Perfect M orning  
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3RD PLACE  Marjorie Broadhead   Inescapably Blue! 

 

 

 

 

HONOURABLE MENTIONS 

Branko Marjanovic    Castle Mt. Reflection  

 


